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Presbyteral Meeting- January.  

St. Joseph Vaz Feast at Maha-Galgamuwa. 

First meeting of the Presbyterium in the New Year was held on Monday 11th January 
2021 at the  Bishop’s House, Kurunegala. Rev. Fr. Lionel Fernando, the Diocesan Director 
for Small Christian   communities gave the reflection as the key note address to the year 
dedicated to year of Small Christian Communities and the Year of St. Joseph – 2021.   
Subsequently, group discussions were held to plan out the Year of SCCs in the midst of 
Covid -19. 

Subject to health guidelines, the Annual Feast of the National Shrine of St. Joseph Vaz at 
Maha Galgamuwa was held on 14th January. The feast in this year was organized in a      
minor scale limiting to a selected number of participants. His Lordship Most Rev. 
Dr.Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop of Kurunegala  presided over the Festive Mass. Very 
Rev. Fr. Piyal Janaka Fernando the Vicar General, Very Rev. Fr. Sagara Prishantha, the 
Procurator General, a few priests and the four deacons took part in the celebration. Rev. 
Fr. Alex Janaka, the Administrator of the Shrine and the Festival committee organized the 
feast meaningfully. 

Ecumenical Day 2021. 

Award Ceremony of JVI Residential Course. 

Annual Ecumenical Day and the Prayer Service were held at the Cathedral of Christ the 
King of the Church of Ceylon in Kurunegala on 18th January 2021. Rt. Rev. Dr. Keerthisiri 
Fernando, the Bishop of Kurunegala of the Church of Ceylon presided over the prayer 
service and the Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony perera preached. Representatives from the 
main line churches and a few lay faithful also joined the occasion. Very Rev. Fr. Piyal    
Janaka Fernando, Vicar General, the Director of Janasetha, Rev. Fr. Thusitha Priyanga, the 
Assistant Director and the committee for Ecumenism organized the event meaningfully.  

Receiving Diploma in Theology.  

After a successful residential course conducted by the Joseph Vaz Institute of Higher 
Education, the awarding ceremony was held at Pope Francis Integral Human            
Formation Centre, Dikkele on 22nd January 2021. 43 students received their certifi-
cates from His Lordship Most. Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop of  Kurune-
gala at the ceremony. Very Rev. Fr. Piyal Janaka Fernando, the Vicar General, Very Rev. 
Fr. Nihal Obris, the Episcopal Vicar, Rev. Fr. Kapila Manjula, the secretary to the Bishop 
also joined the occasion. Very Rev. Fr. Sagara Perera, the Director of JVI, Rev. Fr. Navin 
Perera, and the staff of JVI organized the event meaningfully. 

Declaration of the Year 2021.  

Seven students of Kuliyapitiya Theologate received the certificates of Diploma in Theology 

from His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Anton Ranjith, the Auxilliary Bishop of Colombo on the 9th  

January 2021 at St. Joseph Vaz Deva Dharma Nikethanaya, Borella. Special thanks to Rev. 

Fr. Jude Dassanayake, the Director of Sinhala Theologate Kuliyapitiya and the tutorial staff 

for their  untiring efforts towards these students for achieving excellence in studies. 

On Sunday 24th January, His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera, the Bishop of 

Kurunegala    officially declared the Year of Small Christian communities and the Year of St. 

Joseph at the Cathedral of St. Anne, Kurunegala. Rev. Fr. Lionel Fernando, the Diocesan 

Director for Small Christian Communities, Rev. Fr. Placidus de Silva, Fr. In charge of Small 

Christian Communities in the Kurunegala Deanery and the Parish Priest of St. Anne’s        

Cathedral, Rev. Fr. Himishka Roshan, the Asst. Parish Priest and Rev. Fr. Kapila Manjula the 

secretary to the bishop also joined the ceremony.  The same proclamation was done on 

the same day in all the churches of the diocese. 
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My dear Fathers, Deacons, Brothers & Sisters, 

 

The month of February each year is important to us as Citizens and Catholics in 

Sri Lanka. On 04th February we celebrate the Independence Day as citizens and 

the Feast of Our Lady of Lanka, the heavenly patroness of our beloved country 

as Catholics. Let us highlight both the events as good citizens and good        

Catholics, but of course subject to the health guidelines. Let us pray unceasingly 

to seek the intervention of Our Lady of Lanka to protect all our people from 

Covid-19. She had always been with us in our times of danger. 

During the presbyteral meeting in January, we put our heads together and planned for the Year of Small      

Christian Communities declared by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Sri Lanka, and the Year of St. Joseph, 

the Protector of the universal Church by Pope Francis, our Holy Father. All the reflections and sharing made by 

you were taken up by the committee appointed, headed by the two Coordinators Fr. Lionel Fernando and          

Fr. Placidus de silva. The year 2021 program was sent to you and the official declaration of the Year was made 

in all the Churches within the diocese on Sunday 24th January.  On my part, I made it in the Cathedral. Kindly 

follow the health guidelines and conduct these programs. It is always better to be in touch with the Public Health       

Inspector and the Police of the area for the safety of everyone. Those who have not yet taken the banners of the 

SCCs, kindly collect them from the Bishop’s House. 

The season of Lent begins with ASH WEDNESDAY on 17th February. This year the annual Lenten Education 

Program for the lay faithful will not be held at Kuliyapitiya due to the pandemic. Kindly make a note of the    

Lenten collection organized by Janasetha, the Diocesan Caritas to encourage the people for their generous     

monetary contribution, since in return they become the beneficiaries of this fund. Kindly follow the guidelines 

given by the Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of Sacraments in Rome regarding the blessing and 

application of ashes on the faithful. 

I am happy to inform you that the four Brothers, now Deacons who sat for the BTH and the two Brothers for the 

BPH exams have successfully passed. Congratulations! Elsewhere in the News Letter, you may find the details. 

The four Deacons of the diocese had a week-program conducted by the diocesan Directors, Chaplains and      

Coordinators of different apostolates. It was at Janasetha, Kurunegala. I thank all those who conducted the     

programs, and Fr. Piyal Fernando, Thusita Priyanga, the Directors of Janasetha who organized and provided the 

necessary facilities. They also had a week-exposure program at Solewewa, the farthest end and the last parish in 

the Northern border of the diocese, under the guidance of Fr. Ajith Fernando, the Parish Priest of Solewewa. I 

thank him for his willingness to organize this educational program. Now Another set of programs are arranged 

for the Deacons to have some knowledge of the properties, deeds and the archives. These will be done by me 

personally and the accounts, financial administration by the Procurator General, and an overall knowledge about 

the diocese by the Vicar General. 

The next day of Eucharistic Adoration and the presbyteral meeting will be on Monday 08th  February at the 

Bishop’s House, Kurunegala. The time as usual is at 9.00am. 

The College of Consultors meeting will be held on the Same day at 3.pm, and the Senate (Presbyteral Council) 

meeting will be held Thursday 11 February at 10.00am at Bishop’s House. 

Thank you and may God bless you! STAY SAFE! 

 

 
+ Harold Anthony Perera 
Catholic Bishop of Kurunegala     
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How Mother Mary became the Mother of Mother Lanka…! 
 

As we celebrate our national independence as a free nation from 

colonial rule on the 04th of February every year, let us not forget 

that it is also linked to a special milestone in the history of the 

Catholic Church in Sri Lanka, for on this day we celebrate the 

Solemnity of Our Lady of Lanka, the Patroness of the Pearl of the 

Indian Ocean.  

 

In this regard, our special thanks must go to late Archbishop of 

revered memory, His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Jean Marie Masson 

OMI (1938-1947) who paved the way for us to celebrate this    

Special Feast as a Solemnity for Sri Lanka. 

 

The devotion to Our Lady of Lanka actually dates back to the year 1911 with the initial preparation to put up a church in  

honour of Mother Mary at Narangodapaluwa in Ragama. The tiny church dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes started coming 

up in 1913. It was built by Rev. Fr. Aloysius Kieger and a few Catholic laymen, and was a part of the Parishes of Nagoda 

and Ragama respectively at the time. This is recorded in a letter dated the 21st of April 1913 written to the Vice Provincial 

Superior of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate by the same priest. Years later in 1917, another priest who was in-charge of the 

little church by the name, Rev. Fr. A. Collorec had a grotto built for Our Lady of Lourdes, with the assistance of some     

Catholic workers from Colombo. With time, the place became more popular, as both the local non-Catholics and               

non-Christians too started attending the services because of the innumerable favours received through the Maternal           

Intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mother. This led to this hallowed place being expanded into a bigger church in the 1930s. 

 

Archbishop Masson was the last foreign Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Colombo who had a great love and devotion to 

Mother Mary. He played a pivotal role in the pre-independence era of the Archdiocese of Colombo. At a time when the 

country was threatened with war, he made a solemn vow to Our Blessed Mother on the 26th of May 1940, promising that if 

Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) was spared the horrors of war, he would have built a votive shrine in Her honour and would have 

dedicated it to Our Lady of Lanka and entrusted the safety of Sri Lanka to Her Maternal Care. The country was only         

marginally touched by the conflict, acting as a base for the operations of the British soldiers against Japan. Thus, as       

promised, a Basilica started coming up in thanksgiving to Our Lady of Lanka for protecting Sri Lanka from the hazards of 

the Second World War. 

 

In 1946, Archbishop Masson obtained the Vatican's permission to build a votive Basilica dedicated to the Virgin Mother. In 

1948, His Holiness Pope Pius XII solemnly proclaimed the Blessed Virgin Mary as the ‘Patroness of Sri Lanka’.             

Unfortunately, Archbishop Masson died the following year, and his successor, His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Thomas         

Benjamin Cooray OMI (later Cardinal and now Servant of God), took on the responsibility of ensuring his predecessor's    

vision realized. This was advanced when, in 1948, Pope Pius XII established Mary Immaculate, to be known as ‘Our Lady of 

Lanka’, as the Principal Patroness of the Island. 

 

The foundation stone for the National Basilica was laid there on the 04th of February 1951 by Archbishop Cooray and the 

following year the Holy Father blessed a statue of the Madonna which was transported to the country.  
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The construction of the edifice was completed in 1973 and on the 06th of February 1974, the Basilica was consecrated     

together with the Statue of Our Lady crowned as ‘Our Lady of Lanka’ on the same day. The Holy Father Pope Paul VI (now 

a Saint) endowed the Church with the title of a Minor Basilica. 

 

Thus Archbishop Masson’s initiative brought about a great love and devotion to Our Lady of Lanka, as She is fondly and 

affectionately known by us Sri Lankans. 

 

Cardinal Cooray decided that the ideal representation for Our Lady of Lanka was the statue of Our Lady of Fatima from 

Portugal which toured the Island in 1950. However, Our Lady of Lanka would have the Infant Jesus in Her arms and They 

would be pointing to Each Other, meaning ‘to Jesus through Mary’. Furthermore, in Jesus' outstretched other hand there 

would be a Holy Rosary, later a golden one gifted by Pope Paul VI. 

 

There are two statues of Our Lady of Lanka in the Basilica at Tewatte today based on such a design, life-size one for the 

apse, the other smaller. They were carved by the Portuguese artist Jose Ferreira Thedim who had also carved the pilgrim 

statue of Our Lady of Fatima. The smaller statue, which was taken to Rome to be blessed by Pope Pius XII, is enshrined on 

a pedestal and paid homage by the faithful. 

 

On this National Independence Day of the year 2021, let us all join as brothers and sisters of one family in thanking God for 

the freedom we enjoy as a nation under one flag. Let us also ask Our Lady of Lanka to intercede for us and ensure that we 

and the generations to come will have true and lasting freedom in this country of unmatched beauty, within a society that 

protects human dignity and culture of life. 

 

At the same time, let us also plead with Her so that She may not abandon us in this dark hour in the history of the world due 

to Covid-19 pandemic which is another ‘World War’ sans gunfire, but bestow on us the grace to be free from all adversity 

and the snares of the enemy! 

 A National Day Plea to Our Mother! 
 
O  ur Motherland’s Patroness, Mother and Queen,   
U  pon Whom we place all our trust and lean! 
R  emember, Y ou are Our Mother and we belong to Y ou! 
 
L  ove and protect us amidst all harm and danger, 
A  nd give us the same care You gave the Baby in the Manger! 
D  earest Mother, never abandon us though we are fragile and sinful. 
Y  es, Dear Mother, remember Y ou are Our Mother and we belong to Y ou! 
 
O  ur Beautiful Isle, for sure, is the Apple of Your Eye, 
F  or You have always protected Her from every malign tie! 
 
L  oving Mother, help us enjoy true peace and freedom, 
A  nd give us the grace to build up Our Father’s Kingdom! 
N  ever desert us in this pandemic’s darkest hour, 
K  eeping us away from You to helplessly hover! 
A  lways remember, Y ou are Our Mother and we belong to Y ou! 
 
 
       Rev. Fr. Eymard Fernando 
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Church Saint Date 

Mandakondana Holy Family 07.02.2021 

Koswatte St. John Bosco 14.02.2021 

Millawa Holy Family 07.02.2021 

Church Saint Date 

 Kurunegala Deanery 

Kubukwewa St. Sebastian 07.02.2021 

Yakadapotha Our Lady of Lourdes 14.02.2021 

Diddeniya Our Lady of Lourdes 14.02.2021 

Polgahawela Our Lady of Lourdes 21.02.2021 

Independence Day 

February - 04 

Diocesan Pastoral Council - Kurunegala 

February - 06 

February - 08  

Lenten Education Programme 

February - 13 

Ash Wednesday 
Beginning of Mawathagama Calvary 

February - 17 

Monthly Recollection & Presbyteral                                  

Meeting 

Sunday School Leaders Training 1 

February - 20 & 20 

Youth Past O/L Leadership Programme 

February - 20 & 21 

SCCs  Training Programme  

February - 26 

Sunday School Leaders’ Trainning 2 

February - 27 & 28 

Bulletin Announcements…. 

Anecdotes &amp; Scripture Notes for All Occasions 
THE ATTITUDE OF THE POPE – Courage  

CNN reported a story about a visit that some Bishops made to see Pope John Paul II just  
before his death in 2005. All the Bishops of the world are required to make a visit to Rome 
to meet with the Pope every five years, their ad limina visit. A group from Spain was making 
their visit, and among them was a very young Bishop making his first visit. Upon seeing the 
Pope, the young Bishop was shocked by the frailness and aging of the Pope. Tears welled up 
in his eyes. He said, “Holy Father, I fear this is the last time I see you.” The Pope                    
responded, “Why? Are you sick?” 

REFLECTION 
Humor can serve as great medicine for a difficult encounter. Even those who suffer greatly can 
have the emotional courage to be a source of genuine comfort and affection for those facing 
unavoidable suffering. 

Sent by - His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Harold Anthony Perera 

Parish 

Parish 
Millawa 

Bakmeegolla 

Nikaweratiya 

Melsiripura 

Polgahawela 

Mandakondana 

Hettipola 

Kuliyapitiya Deanery 
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DARALUWA………... 

SOLEPURA ………... 

BPH 
Bro. Nadun Adeesha Perera – Magna Cum Laude Probatus 
Bro. Himesha Nilanga Perera – Cum Laude Probatus 
 

 BTH 
 Bro. Ruchira Nuwan - Cum Laude Probatus 
 Bro. Nalinda Lanka  - Cum Laude Probatus 
 Bro. Chamika Pushpamal - Cum Laude Probatus 

The following Brothers successfully excelled in Baccalaureates 
in Philosophia (BPH) and Baccalaureates in Theologia (BTH). 



 12th of February  - Rev.Fr. Basil Rohan Fernando 

22nd of February  - Rev.Fr. Gayan Hirantha 

Birth Days  -  Rev. Fathers 

Ordination  Anniversaries 

   07th of February  - Rev.Fr. Niroshan Jayakody 

   26th of February  - Rev.Fr. Thranga Dilekshika 

   27th of February  - Rev.Fr. Alexi Calistus 

   27TH of February - Rev.Fr. Sampath Sujeewa 

 

Death Anniversary 

    28th of February  - Fr. Roger Christoper  

   27TH of February - Rev.Sr. Thushari Fernando 

Birth Days  -  Rev. Sisters 
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